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The plot of this comedic play is straightforward, a convict escapes from prison to lead a jewel heist in 

Minneapolis, gets reunited with his ex-girlfriend who has fallen in love with the charlatan son of a 

woman who works in her father’s bank, the bank is to be custodian of a very valuable diamond and the 

security codes are entrusted to the bank’s 67 year old hapless intern, the police assign an officer to 

assure the bank’s security, who falls in love with the girl’s mother; to rob the bank of the diamond it is 

necessary to obtain the keys of the Bank and the security codes by replacing the owner (the girl’s 

father), the heist takes place, but not according to plan and the outcome is not as predicted. Okay, got 

it? 

 

This is the backdrop to what must be the funniest, most enjoyable show for many years. The Mayflower 

has a proud tradition of the best comics and sketch shows treading its boards over its 90 years, but it has 

never seen such a hilarious play as this. Casting my mind back to the fifties and sixties with the Whitehall 

farces, Ray Cooney’s Theatre Of Comedy in the seventies and then the best of new comedy in the last 40 

years, Noises Off, nothing comes close to this; not even the writers, Henry Lewis, Jonathan Sayer and 

Henry Shields previous collaboration The Play That Goes Wrong. 



This show has everything, laughs, phenomenal plot, laughs, wickedly clever script, laughs, wonderful 

characters, laughs, incredible cast, laughs, great singing, laughs, astounding choreography, laughs, 

magical sets, laughs, great sound, laughs, tremendous lighting, oh and laughs, lots of them.  

For me the only problem was the interval, it was like being called to the table for dinner when you’re at 

that part of a book where you just don’t want to put it down. How the cast of nine perform this play at 

such a pace and with such precision is a miracle in its own right. Its like they have been trained by Cirque 

Du Soleil with evening classes conducted by Mack Sennett’s Keystone Cops.  

 

This is a true ensemble performance, timing is everything, both in words and actions. Sean Carey plays 

the charlatan son Sam Monaghan with confident charm, David Coomber is Neil Cooper who isn’t the 

brightest kid on the block, Julia Frith plays love interest and bank owner’s daughter, Caprice Freeboys, 

George Hannigan is Everyone Else (literally), Liam Jeavons is the escaped convict and leader Mitch 

Ruscitti, Damian Lynch plays the Bank’s owner Robin Freeboys, Killian Macardle is police officer Randal 

Shuck, John Trenchard plays the hapless Warren Slax and Ashley Tucker is mother Ruth Monaghan. They 

not only work perfectly together as a tight knit group, they each have their moments to shine. 

There are so many highlights in this show it is impossible to mention one without having to refer to 

them all. However, let me just say that in one scene as the heist is underway and the thieves are 

crawling through the air conditioning they look down into the owner’s office which is next to the vault 

and the audience sees what the thieves see - the set is at 90 degrees to the stage, as are characters – a 

unique experience in live theatre. Amazing. 



 

This tour presented by Kenny Wax, Stage Presence and Birmingham Repertory Theatre of the Mischief 

Theatre Production, marks the pinnacle of what is great about true British comedy. Although set in 

America this is very much British humour at its absolute best. Every scene has its moments, it really 

moves at break-neck speed and by final curtain the audience were drained, goodness knows how the 

cast felt.  

Last night’s performance ended with a third birthday tribute to the West End show with the audience 

joining the cast in a rousing Happy Birthday relayed to the team at London’s Criterion Theatre. If you’re 

fed up with Brexit, the shenanigans in parliament or the depressing story lines of tv’s soaps and dramas 

then grab yourself a ticket and get yourself down to the Mayflower for a night of pure joyful 

entertainment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


